
Partners in Service to the Crow Creek Reservation 



A Hearty Handshake to All! 

 

Itõs been my privilege to work with the Harvest Initiative and Hunkpati 

Investments since they came to the Crow Creek Reservation.  I currently 

serve on both boards.   

 

As a business owner and entrepreneur on our reservation, it has been 

exciting to see other local businesses starting, growing, and thriving.  I 

see the hope and desire in many other individuals who look forward to 

starting their own businesses also.  Harvest Initiative and Hunkpati In-

vestments have been instrumental in assisting and working with indi-

viduals in our area to develop and eventually begin their dreams.   

 

We have the ground work laid for future classes, resources, community 

projects, and growth for the Crow Creek Reservation.  We are looking 

forward to the busy, prosperous years ahead. 

 

 

Sandra K. Isburg 
Chairperson, Hunkpati Investments Board of Directors 

Member, Harvest Initiative Board of Directors 

A Message from  

the Board of Directors 

 

Hunkpati Investments  

Board of Directors  
Sandra Isburg, Chairperson 

Wes Parsons, Vice-Chairperson 

Myra Isburg, Secretary 

Ann Campbell, Treasurer 

Tom Livermont, Loan Committee Chair 

Ronda Hawk 

Emily Trump 

Joe Sazue 

 

 

 

 

Hunkpati Investments Staff  
Krystal Langholz, Executive Director 

Diane Long-Fox, Business Coachõ 

David Sahli, Americorps VISTA 

 

 

Harvest Initiative  

Board of Directors  
Lynn Graves, Chairperson 

Rod Vaugh, Vice Chairperson 

Jason Yates, Secretary 

Julie Fuller, Treasurer 

Ronda Hawk 

Sandra Isburg 

Scott Oswald 

Right Reverend John Tarrant 

Duane St. Johnõ 

Sara Miller 

 

 

Harvest Initiative Staff   
Emily Trump, Executive Director 



Investing in the  

People of Crow Creek 
òTaku Waste Wicasawa Tunkasila Wakan Tanka Wacin Wedoó 

I have seen that in any great undertaking it is not enough for a man to depend 

simply upon himself ñ Lone Man 

 

Together, Hunkpati Investments and The Harvest Initiative invest in locally grown 

ideas and support socially responsible business development to move Crow Creek 

Sioux Reservation toward a commercially viable, self-sustaining economic environ-

ment, to provide financial opportunities to stimulate economic development. 

Hunkpati Investments is a Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) 

that helps to create and facilitate economic activity through supporting entrepre-

neurship and financial literacy education. In addition to the micro- and small busi-

ness loans that are crucial to the growth of private enterprise on the reservation, 

Hunkpati Investments provides tax preparation services, entrepreneurship and 

financial literacy classes, and targeted individual technical assistance for entrepre-

neurs.  In partnership with Hunkpati Investments, The Harvest Initiative seeks to 

alleviate the effects of poverty by providing equity grants, marketing support, and 

business formation services to entrepreneurs, assisting the tribal council in the 

creation of legal and economic development projects, and supporting community 

gardens and large-scale agricultural projects. The Harvest Initiative is also pleased 

to offer support services to other nonprofit organizations operating on Crow Creek. 

The Harvest Initiative was established in 2008 as a collaboration between Des 

Moines, Iowa, executive Barry Griswell (former Chairman and CEO of Principal Fi-

nancial Group) and two Drake University law students, Dustin Miller and Jason 

Yates. Miller and Yates worked with Griswell to create the Harvest Initiative and 

sustain it throughout its first years of operation. Hunkpati Investments was estab-

lished in the spring of 2009 by a local native-majority Board of Directors with the 

help of the Harvest Initiative.  Mr. Miller is now a Program Specialist with USDA 

Office of Tribal Relations, and Mr. Yates is an administrator for the Iowa Small 

Business Loan Program in partnership with the Iowa Department of Economic De-

velopment. 

Hunkpati Investments is currently under the leadership of Krystal Langholz, Execu-

tive Director.  Ms. Langholz earned her M.A. at Colorado State University with a 

specialization in Community Development.  During this time she also interned at 

the Lakota Funds, a Native CDFI on the Pine Ride Sioux Reservation.  Emily Trump, 

Executive Director of The Harvest Initiative, received her J.D. from New York Univer-

sity School of Law, where she served for two years on the editorial staff of the Jour-

nal of Legislation and Public Policy.  While working as an intern at Chadbourne & 

Parke, LLP, she assisted in the grassroots level anti-eviction efforts of the legal 

services of CAMBA, a Brooklyn-based community organization serving low income 

families.  



Growing a 

Healthy Community 

The ultimate goal of farming is not the growing of crops, but the 

cultivation and perfection of human beings. 
- Masanobu Fukuoka, òThe One-Straw Revolutionó 

 

On Crow Creek, gardening is truly a community effort.  The Harvest Initiative has 

partnered with the Crow Creek Tribal Schools, the South Dakota State University 

Cooperative Extension Service, the Boys & Girls Club of Three Districts, and the Bu-

reau of Indian Affairs Crow Creek Agency to form the Crow Creek Fresh Food Initia-

tive, which seeks to grow enough fresh fruits and vegetables to provide for the com-

munity; increase the income of the tribe by enabling them to profit from their own 

resources; link the local farming initiatives to larger markets; educate tribal mem-

bers about the newly available fruits and vegetables; and teach children about nutri-

tion and agriculture.  

In its first year, the Crow Creek Community Garden was kept small with an empha-

sis on youth involvement and education.  In the spring, Crow Creek Elementary 

School students planted raised bed gardens in space generously provided by the 

BIA.  Throughout the summer, the garden was tended by members of the Boys & 

Girls Club.  Extension staff supervised the gardens while offering fun and educa-

tional activities related to nutrition and agriculture.  Vegetables raised in the gar-

den, while limited, were distributed to community groups including the Crow Creek 

Tribal Schools summer feeding program, the Boys & Girls Club of Three Districts, 

and the Golden Age Center. 

In the fall, we were proud to support the Crow Creek Tribal Schoolsõ Parent Involve-

ment Night by holding a  Harvest Festival to celebrate the successful first year of 

the youth garden on Crow Creek.  At the festival, kids had fun painting pumpkins 

and making their own jump ropes, while their parents competed in a Jeopardy-style 

quiz about nutrition, Native foods, and healthy living.  Everyone enjoyed a delicious 

spaghetti dinner and music was provided by local DJ Will Caldwell.  Gourds, carrots, 

and potatoes from the late harvest were proudly displayed at the festival for every-

one to admire. 

Next year, we will increase the size of the garden with the intention of improving 

production, raising awareness, and increasing community involvement.  For the first 

time, we will provide tools, supplies, and assistance to families wishing to start or 

improve their own gardens. 

In addition to our community partners, we are grateful to the South Dakota Commu-

nity Foundation, the First Nations Agriculture and Food Systems Initiative, the South 

Dakota Department of Agriculture, and Pioneer Hi-bred for their generous financial 

support which makes these activities possible. 


